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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 12706 

FROM DCM MATTHEWS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, CF 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE CONGOLESE MEDIATION OF ETHIOPIA-SOMALIA DISPUTE 
REF: CAIRO 10521 AND PREVIOUS (NOTAL) 

1 . SINCE AMBASSADOR IS IN ALEXANDRIA, DCM RECEIVED VISIT 
JULY 29 BY CONGOLESE AMBASSADOR MOPOLO-DADET, ONCE AGAIN 
BILLED AS A FAREWELL CALL (REFTEL REPORTED HIS LAST CALL 
ON AMBASSADOR TO SAY GOOD-BYE). MOPOLO-DADET, WHO HAS 
ESTABLISHED AMICABLE RELATIONS ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE WITH 
AMBASSADOR EILTS, HAD ASKED BY PHONE FOR APPOINTMENT 
WITH LATTER TO DISCUSS TWO IMPORTANT MATTERS. 

2. FIRST MATTER WAS PERSONAL ONE, WHICH AMOUNTED TO 
BALD REQUEST THAT EMBASSY OR DCM PERSONALLY GUARANTEE 
BANK LOAN TO CONGOLESE AMBASSADOR IN AMOUNT OF $125,000 

TO COVER SOME LAST-MINUTE EXPENSES THAT HAD COME UP IN COURSE 
OF HIS MOVE BACK TO BRAZZAVILLE TO TAKE UP POST OF 
UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR. DCM GENTLY EXPLAINED THAT NEITHER 
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HE NOR EMBASSY COULD PROVIDE SUCH GUARANTEE. MOPOLO- 
DADET SIGHED AND DROPPED MATTER. 

3. SECOND ITEM, OF PERHAPS GREATER INTEREST, WAS THAT 
CUBAN AMBASSADOR HAD APPROACHED CONGOLESE AMBASSADOR 
YESTERDAY TO PROPOSE THAT CONGO MEDIATE BETWEEN SOMALIA AND 
ETHIOPIA. MOPOLO-DADET THOUGHT THERE WERE 
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TWO REASONS FOR THIS APPROACH, WHICH HE WAS SURE 
WAS ALSO BEING MADE IN BRAZZAVILLE AND WAS AT 
INSTANCE OF SOVIETS. FIRST, CONGO IS CHAIRMAN OF 
OAU COMMITTEE FOR EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICAN REGION, 

TO WHICH SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA ALSO BELONG. 

IN SECOND PLACE ALL THREE COUNTRIES ARE "SOCIALIST" 
REGIMES WITH CLOSE TIES TO CUBA AND THE SOVIET UNION, 
WHICH ARE ANXIOUS TO SEE END OF FIGHTING BETWEEN 
THEIR PROTOGES. CONGO, WHICH HAS GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH BOTH DISPUTANTS, MIGHT THEREFORE BE ABLE TO 
PLAY USEFUL ROLE AS MEDIATOR. MOPOLO-DADET HAD NO 
EXPLANATION FOR WHY CUBA WAS MAKING APPROACH RATHER 
THAN SOVIETS DOING IT DIRECTLY, NOR DID HE KNOW 
HOW THIS SUGGESTION WOULD FIT WITH CURRENT OAO EFFORTS 
TO MEDIATE. HE IS REPORTING HIS CONVERSATION 
WITH CUBAN AMBASSADOR TO HIS GOVERNMENT, BUT COULD 
NOT PREDICT ITS LIKELY REACTION, SINCE THERE IS A 
LACK OF INTERNAL COHESION BETWEEN THE 1 1 POLITBURO 
MEMBERS. 

4. COMMENT: EMBASSY CANNOT EVALUATE SUBSTANCE OF 
PARA 2, BUT MOPOLO-DADET SEEMED TO THINK IT WAS 
IMPORTANT INITIATIVE. HE HAS VOLUNTEERED CONSIDERABLE 
INFORMATION ABOUT CONGOLESE AFFAIRS IN PAST, THOUGH 
EMBASSY HAS NO MEANS OF ASSESSING ITS VALIDITY. THOUGH 
IT IS CONCEIVABLE. DO NOT BELIEVE THAT HE HOPED TO 
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RECEIVE BANK GUARANTEE IN EXCHANGE FOR INFORMATION. 
MOPOLO-DADET ASSERTS HE IS FINALLY GOING TO LEAVE FOR 
BRAZZAVILLE NEXT WEEK. UNCLEAR HOW HE HOPES TO 
SOLVE HIS FINANCIAL PROBLEMS. 
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